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WSU and Weyerhaeuser: A tree-growing research partnership
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(Above left: alder plants ready for test plots; (middle) Barri Herman, left, and Jon Johnson; (at right): a look inside one of
three free-stranding greenhouses set up for this project.)

A serendipitous working partnership at Potlatch and an interest in eucalyptus has
turned into new applied research collaboration between Jon Johnson, Associate Professor,
Natural Resources at WSU Puyallup and Barri Herman, Weyerhaeuser Senior Program Manager
of Short Rotation Plantations. The Weyerhaeuser Corporation had a particular research question,
focused on growing plantations of clonal alder with specific wood properties. They came to
Johnson knowing of his experience with cold tolerance work on poplars and pines, looking for
his help. Weyerhaeuser’s red alder plantations were experiencing frost damage on some of their
better performing clones. They needed to know which clones were more frost tolerant to plant
in their frost-susceptible areas. Alder is a popular and valuable wood for saw logs and also acts
as a nitrogen fixer for the soil.

The research partnership constructed three greenhouses, one hot-temperature and two
cold-temperatures, which Weyerhaeuser has contributed to Washington State University at
Puyallup. “The Weyerhaeuser aim is to find the fastest way to get these trees to root and grow,”
said Herman. “And, Jon is helping us speed it up.” The project will run for at least five years
and will create a strong platform for potential future collaborations.
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