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This trial mcludes three replicates of 173 cultivars of Kentucky bluegrass (Poa
pratensis) planted in a Puyallup fine sandy loam soil.In September 2000 at the R.L.
Goss. Turfgrass Research Facility at Washington State University in Puyallup. Kentucky
bluegrass is ideal for athletic turf due to its wear tolerance and recuperative potential.

- However, most Kentucky bluegrasses are not well-adapted to the climate of Western
Washington. Our primary objective In conducting this trial was to identify cultivars that
will persist here and.can be used in sports turf mixtures, but the Information is equally
‘applicable to lawns, parks, and other turf areas. Management practices were Intended
to approximate those for athletic turf, Plots were mowed twice weekly at 1.26 inches
with a reel mower, Annual nitrogen rate was 5—6 Ibs N/ 1000 ft?,

| Plots were. evaluated monthly for overall quallty Ratlngs for sprlng green-up and
genetic color were collected each spring, and density ratings were collected In the fall of
- each year. All ratings were on a scale of1 to 9 (1 =dead, 9 = optiimal, 5 acceptable).

Encroachment of several specles of grassy weeds ineluding annua! bluegrass,

- roughstalk bluegrass (P. trivialis), and bentgrass (Agrostis spp.) has dramatically
decreased the quality of many of the plots in this trial. Therefore in 2005, the final year
of data collection, the percent ground cover of living Kentucky bluegrass In each plot
was rated. In the accompanying table, varleties are ranked by percent living ground
cover, from highest to lowest. Annual Mean Quality raings were closely associated with
these percent cover ratings. Only eleven commerdially available varieties maintained an
average of 50% ground cover or better over the 5 years of the study. These were -
Champagne, Champlain, Princeton 105, Blackstone, Baritone, Freedom lI, Washington,
Odyssey, Bariris, Barzan, and Serene :

Many Kentucky bluegrass cultivars are known for very dark green color. When
considering color in Western Washlngton, however, this may not be the most desirable
trait. Annual bluegrass (P. annua) invasion is almost Inevitable, and lighter green colors
may mix better with the invading grass. Colors in the range of 5 to 6 may be more

. deslrable than darker colors (7 — 8). Commerclally avallable cultivars in the group above
that also had lighter green color were Champagne, Blackstone, Washington, Barzan,
~and Serene. Lighter colored varieties maintaining 40% or better ground cover were
Brooklawn, Cynthia [l, Avalanche and Blaoksburg

Data collection for this trial was completed in 2006, For the eleven varieties that
maintained at least 50% cover, 2 of the three replications of each were moved so that
they can be saved for future observation.
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Llst Is ranked by lhe Percenl Living: Ground Cover (column 2) from hlghastto Iowesl
* To.determine If ratings between two variaties are. truly different, subtract the lower ratlng from the hlgher one. If the result is
greater than the LSD value for that:column, then the difference Is-real.
Tral planted September 2000,
~ All datals a mean of three replications.
All ratings are on a scale of 1 to 9 (1 = dead, 9 = Idsal, 6 = acceptable).



